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Overview

ÅWhy are we here?

ÅItôs about meé(but really about you)

ÅñOrganized Dentistry: the structureò

ÅFive issues that will impact your careers

ÅThe Environmental Scan: a glimpse of the 

future
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ÅAn investment in our future

ÅA learning experience for the issues

ÅBuilding a network for future 

opportunity

ÅAn interest in leadership

Why We Are Here
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Itôs About Meé (But Really About You)

ÅWhy Dental Medicine?

ÅFroggy Miller

ÅASDA member: 1978-1982

ÅFirst experience with organized dentistry

ÅMy first practice experience

ÅWhat happens when life happensé
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Mentors

ÅIn addition to Froggy Milleré

ÅDr. Michael Alfano

ÅDr. Ira Lamster

ÅDr. Dominick DePaola

ÅDr. Ray Williams

ÅDr. Marilyn Canis
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Organized Dentistry: The Structure

Tripartite membership:

ÅAmerican Dental Association (National)

ÅConstituent (State societies)

ÅComponent (Local districts)
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ADA Governance: House of Delegates

ÅSupreme authority in the ADA

Å464 delegates

ÅChosen by 53 constituent societies, five 

federal dental services, and the American 

Student Dental Association (ASDA)

ÅMeets annually at the ADA Annual Session
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ADA Governance: Board of Trustees

ÅManaging body of the ADA

ÅPower to conduct all business of the 

Association

Å17 Trustees, President-Elect and two Vice-

Presidents (voting)

ÅPresident, Treasurer, and Executive Director 

(ex-officio, non-voting)

ÅSpeaker serves as parliamentarian
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ADA Governance: Districts
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ADA Governance: Board of Trustees

ÅTrustee elections

ÅTrustee appointments
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Councils and Commissions

Å11 Councils (one member per district)

ÅAppointments made by Trustee, and 
approved by the Board 

ÅCommittee on New Dentist

ïStanding committee of the Board

Å2 Commissions:

ïCommission on Dental Accreditation

ïJoint Commission on National Dental 
Examinations



Councils and Commissions

11 Councils:

ÅCAPIR

ÅCAS

ÅCC

ÅCDBP

ÅCDEL

ÅCDP

ÅCEBJA

ÅCGA

ÅCM

ÅCMIRP

ÅCSA
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Five Critical Issues

ÅChanging Membership Demographics

ÅThe NHII, EHR, and the Demand for 

Technology

ÅAccess to Oral Healthcare as a Moral 

Imperative

ÅPotential Crisis in Dental Education

ÅImpact of Third Party Payers on the Practice 

of Dentistry



Professionally Active & In Private Practice

Å The ADA classifies active dentists in the United 

States into two broad categories:

ï Professionally Active

ï Active Private Practitioners

Å Within each category, we also have two 

subgroups:

ï New dentists (those who have been 

practicing between 1 and 9 years)

ï All Other Active Dentists

Å Focus of this presentation is the approximately 

165,000 dentists who are active in private 

practice ïActive Private Practitioners.
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142,413 132,701 

37,181 
32,163 

Total Number of Professionally Active 
Dentists, New Professionally Active 

Dentists, Active Private Practitioners, and 
New Active Private Practitioners, 2006

All New

Source: American Dental Association, Survey Center, 2006 Distribution 

of Dentists in the United States by Region and State, Figure 1, August 2008.
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General Practice and Specialty Dentists

Source: American Dental Association, Survey Center, 2006 Distribution 

of Dentists in the United States by Region and State, Figures 13a and 13b, 

August 2008..
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Employment Situation and Practice Characteristics

.
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Practice Characteristics:  Charitable Care,  Operatories 

and Locations
The typical independent dentist: in private 

practice has a single office location with 

4 operatories.

Å 7 out of 10 independent dentists 

provide charitable care in their practices.

Å 3 out of 4 new independent dentists 

provide charitable care in their practices.
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