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Enhancing SIMULATION Act

Request

Please cosponsor S. 616 or H.R. 855, the Enhancing Safety in Medicine Utilizing Leading Advanced Simulation Technologies to Improve Outcomes Now Act of 2009 (Enhancing SIMULATION Act). The legislation would provide grants to schools of medicine, dentistry, podiatry, osteopathy, nursing, and allied health for purchasing simulation technologies, creating medical simulation centers of excellence, and establishing a federal medical simulation coordinating council. Senator Tom Harkin introduced S. 616 on March 17, 2009, and Representatives J. Randy Forbes and Patrick Kennedy introduced H.R. 855 on February 4, 2009. 
Background
A simulator is a training device that serves as replica of a condition that will be met in a real-life situation. When training dental and medical students, simulators are most important when the procedures they are performing are irreversible. 
Dental students, who learn all clinical skills before graduating from dental school, utilize simulators to hone their skills while making the transition to live patients. In most schools, students begin treating patients during the third year of dental school; however, in some schools, students begin earlier. Simulation-based education provides an opportunity to further enhance clinical and procedural skills and reinforce best practices. 

Studies have shown that the enhanced development of clinical skills that simulators can provide have resulted in benefits to patients. There have been better health outcomes, reduced medical errors, and decreased costs. For instance, hospitals that have been funded by the United States Department of Defense to participate in a medical simulation program have seen their clinical error rate decrease from 30 percent to four percent. 
Many educational institutions have difficulty acquiring dental and medical simulation technology. Federal grants would provide the assistance academic dental institutions and other health professions schools need to purchase this equipment. 
The formation of medical simulation centers of excellence would provide direction and leadership to educational institutions and health care entities. Additionally, the centers of excellence would facilitate the use of medical simulation technologies and the implementation of advanced medical simulation research.

The federal medical simulation coordinating council would serve as a body where representatives from federal entities with experience or interest in simulation-based education and medical simulation technology utilization could work together.

To cosponsor H.R. 855, please contact Andrew Donahue in Representative Forbes’ office at 5-6365 or Andrew.Donahue@mail.house.gov. To cosponsor S. 616, please contact Dan Stevens in Senator Harkin’s office at 4-3254 or Dan_Stevens@harkin.senate.gov.
Washington Staff Contacts:
· Mike Graham, American Dental Association, 202.789.5160, grahamm@ADA.org

· Deborah Darcy, American Dental Education Association, 202.289.7201, darcyd@ADEA.org
