National Dental Student Lobby Day

Washington D.C.

Scheduling Appointments

Registered participants should begin scheduling their congressional appointments as soon as possible.  

Contact information for contacting legislators is available on http://house.gov and http://senate.gov.  Enter your zip code in the appropriate field to display your Federal Legislators.  Remember to put in both the home zip codes of the attendees and the zip code of your school!  

Talking points and information about the issues we are lobbying will be available approximately 2 weeks before the meeting, as well as provided to you at the meeting.    

It might be helpful to have one person (for example the legislative liaison) coordinate the congressional appointments so you don’t double-book.  Also keep in mind that if you have a large group of people, you may want split up so you can visit more offices and so you don’t overwhelm the legislators and/or the aides.  Congressional offices are small and they may not have room for a large group.  If you are in a state with more than one dental school, or have students from states other than where your dental school is location, please contact your Regional Legislative Coordinator to help coordinate these appointments.  
Please add your congressional appointments to the appointments website so we have a master copy of all members being lobbied.  Please provide the school, name of the legislator, state, district, appointment time, and any comments and your contact name.  

Your first appointment can be scheduled as early as 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 9 after the photo at the Capitol.  Be sure to allow at least 20 minutes between House/House-side meetings and at least 30 minutes between House/Senate-side meetings.  If you are short on time, you may take a quick $5 taxi to travel across the Hill.  There are three House office buildings (Cannon, Longworth and Rayburn) and three Senate office buildings (Hart, Russell and Dirksen).  Remember to be flexible and accept a visit with a staff member if you cannot see the Congressman or Senator.  Request 15 to 30 minutes per meeting.

If you have questions, please contact the ASDA Central Office or your school’s Lobby Day Coordinator.

We’re looking forward to a great Lobby Day!

Sample Fax / Requesting a Congressional Visit

(Date)

F: (Fax Number)


I attend [dental school in your district (or state)].  I am requesting a visit in your D.C. office on Tuesday, February 9 at 

(a.m. or p.m.).  If another time that day is more convenient for you, please let me know.  I am requesting 15-30 minutes for my visit.  If you are not available, I would be happy to meet with a member of your education/health care staff.

I would like to discuss issues related to dental education and the dental profession.

Several of my dental school colleagues will be joining me for the visit:  (list names of students).

Please confirm this appointment at (list e-mail address) or (list phone number).  I look forward to talking with you.

Cordially, 

(Your First and Last Name)

(Name of Your Dental School, Year in Dental School)




Address a letter to a House member as follows:





	The Honorable (First Name, Last Name)


	United States House of Representatives


	Washington, DC 20515





Dear Representative (Last Name):





Address a letter to a Senator as follows:





	The Honorable (First Name, Last Name)


	United States Senate				Washington, DC 20510





Dear Senator (Last Name):











