Ideas for Chapter Communications
Website Design
1. Petition class to see if you have someone with web experience, if not, consider using an easy program such as iWeb

2. Getting students to access website – put test files on site, deadlines on-site for school events

3. Put link with ASDA site from school’s home site

4. Chapter elections through online courses website so it keeps anonymity as well as accessibility

5. Funding: make sure you have this information about where and how it is funded (one school’s website was shut down because this was not clear)

6. Keep continuity of website design team

Website Content

1. Monthly calendars (Google or iCal) pre-populated with chapter and national events
2. Photos
3. ASDA membership forms with Paypal link where members can join and pay online

4. Archived newsletters

5. FAQs
6. Set up chapter website as portal to other relevant sites, such as Blackboard, Google, email, and other frequently used links

7. Direct members to website to print off tickets for raffles or admission to events

8. Leader contact information and central email for information/response
9. Reimbursement forms and other required forms

10. Event registration using Excel spreadsheets that members type into
11. E-registrations for L&Ls, vendor fairs, etc. using Paypal

12. Upload brochures from vendors

13. Links to Amazon.com with class list of books

14. WordPress – blogging software for communication on website, download plug-ins
Newsletters
1. Use online templates to plug in information, and send to all students (could send to alumni, faculty, staff, etc)

2. Combination of e-news and a poster board in a visible location within school listing high points covered in newsletter

3. Put newsletter on screen during class breaks. Have them short and on loop

4. Use class pictures or ASDA event pictures and share via e-newsletters

5. Look for sponsors to help cover the costs of newsletter

6. Distribute copies in the classroom during breaks or before/after class
7. Encourage readership by having students answer questions in newsletter and then being entered in a raffle for a gift card for a nearby venue
8. Retain paper newsletters for pre-clinical students so people actually read it

9. Post newsletters on local Facebook page (PDF link)

10. Post articles from newsletters on Facebook and tag authors
Finding Writers and Regular Article Subjects:

1. Task each leader in ASDA chapter (president, delegates, LL, LR, etc) with writing an update/article for each issue of newsletter

2. Ask state dental society to write an article for a “State Dental Issues” section in each issue of publication

3. Other student groups (SNDA, etc)

4. Perspective articles—different viewpoints on similar subject

5. Faculty and student spotlight - include students who aren’t normally focused on
6. Newsletter chair: In charge of getting articles from each class and work with class represneatives
7. Profiles on students and faculty
8. Inclusion of ISP students (profiles, articles)

9. Request that each committee chair write a summary of any events or meeting that they have attended

10. Include articles or summary of articles published in national ASDA publications

11. Include fun items, like restaurant reviews, crossword puzzles and Soduku

12. Tips from faculty members

13. Articles from your Student Government Association

14. Ads from sponsors

15. Include a coupon for a local restaurant or store

16. Themed newsletters – focus on 1 topic like mid-level providers
17. Include entertainment news as well as legitimate news

18. “Help Wanted” – let students know how they can help (recruitment challenges, banning of lunch & learns)

19. Classified items for sales

20. Find a picture of a professor hidden somewhere in the newsletter – first person to find it wins a $5 iTunes gift card

21. Interviews of national ASDA leaders

22. Message from the President each issue
23. Calendar of events
24. Alumni articles (ask what they struggled with in school)

25. Editor sends questions about newsletters and gives gift cards for first response or enters responders into a raffle
Other Types of Communication with Members

1. Produce monthly “At a Glance” flyer that details what issues you are addressing at the school, and what the activities of the month are. Post all over school.

2. Monthly calendar with updated ASDA events in a visible location

3. “Restroom” newsletter with advertising/updates (captive audience)

4. Elevator lobby updates

5. Table triangles with updates (student lounge)

6. State or local association newsletter contribution/distribution

7. Rotate flyers on school TV

8. In between classes, utilize projectors to post information

9. Use bulletin boards and shadow boxes

10. Make class announcements

11. Write ASDA news on chalkboards in classrooms

12. Send letters introducing ASDA to incoming first years’ home address

13. Use Facebook and YouTube
14. Bi-annual ASDA lunch and learns – review ASDA website and benefits

15. Flat screens to advertise ASDA events

16. PowerPoint slides that cycle through ASDA events throughout the day
Additional Resources:

ASDA website:  www.asdanet.org
Central office staff:
Danielle Bauer, Chapter Relations Manager, Danielle@ASDAnet.org



Cheryl Graf, Communications Manager, Cheryl@ASDAnet.org 
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