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Resolution Number: 402-2024

Title: Ethical Use of Al in Dental Settings

Reference Committee Assignment: Professional Issues

Sponsor(s): Sina Shahrood, Advocacy Committee Member, MWU-AZ
Financial Impact: None

Board of Trustees Comments: The Board recommends a yes vote.

Reference Committee Comments: Based on testimony shared, the Reference Committee
believes most delegates are in favor of the ethical use of artificial intelligence. Questions were
raised on whether ethical guidelines already exist. Because the resolution advocates for the
development and implementation of ethical guidelines, the Reference Committee does not
believe any further action is necessary at this time. The Reference Committee recommends a
yes vote.

Background: In recent years, the integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) into healthcare
settings, including dental practices, has become increasingly prevalent, holding promise for
improved diagnostics and patient care (AMA, 2018). However, the ethical implications of Al use
in healthcare, including dentistry, require careful consideration to prevent bias, ensure privacy,
and promote transparency (WHO, 2021). Recognizing the potential benefits and challenges
associated with Al in dental settings, the American Student Dental Association (ASDA)
acknowledges the importance of establishing guidelines for the ethical use of Al.

The necessity for such guidelines became evident as Al technologies gained traction in dental
education and practice. ASDA is committed to promoting ethical standards within the dental
profession, as outlined in the Principles of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct by the
American Dental Association (ADA, 2021). This resolution aims to address the emerging ethical
considerations related to Al in dentistry and underscore ASDA's dedication to supporting
responsible Al practices among dental students. This resolution seeks to position ASDA as a
proponent of responsible and ethical Al use in dentistry, contributing to the establishment of
guidelines that prioritize patient welfare, uphold professional standards, and foster innovation
within the dental profession.

RESOLUTION

Resolved, that ASDA officially supports the ethical use of Artificial Intelligence in dental settings
and encourages its members to engage in responsible Al practices.

Further resolved, that ASDA shall:
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Advocate for the development and implementation of ethical guidelines by the ADA Council on
Ethics, Bylaws and Judicial Affairs in collaboration with ASDA for the use of Al in dental
education and practice, emphasizing transparency, fairness, and patient privacy.

Action: The Chair moves 402-2024 with a recommendation of yes vote.
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