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Resolution Number: 400-2026

Title: Amendment to Current Statements of Position or Policy B-11 Oral Health Literacy
Reference Committee Assignment: Professional Issues

Sponsor(s): 2025-26 Governance Committee

Financial Impact: None

Board of Trustees Comments: The Board recommends a yes vote.

Board Vote: Unanimous

Summary of Board Vote: Nothing to report as the vote was unanimous.

Reference Committee Comments:

Background: The 2025-26 Governance Committee believed there was a need to define oral
health literacy within the policy; therefore, be it

RESOLUTION
Resolved, that B-11 Oral Health Literacy be amended as follows:

The American Student Dental Association supports efforts to improve oral health literacy and
encourages incorporating the term “oral health literacy” into CODA accreditation standards,
particularly in the standards related to prevention and public health. ASDA defines oral health
literacy as the degree to which individuals have the capacity to obtain, process and
understand basic health information and services needed to make appropriate oral health
decisions. It also recognizes that by improving health literacy, patients are better stewards of
their own health.

ASDA encourages a multi-disciplinary approach to student education about oral health literacy
and usage of communication techniques that are appropriate based on patient level of oral
health literacy.
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Resolved, that ...
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