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Detroit Mercy ’22, electronic editor; Stephanie Jaipaul, Georgia ’22, electronic editor; and Heather 
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Mission  

The ASDA Editorial Board works closely with staff to determine the strategy and themes for ASDA’s 
magazine, Contour, and the ASDA Blog. Editorial board members develop the content for Contour and 
the ASDA Blog that shares the dental-student perspective through students’ stories and educates on 
topics pertinent to students’ future success as dentists. 
 
Council business 

Contour 

• We elevated the reader experience and access to the magazine by transitioning to an enhanced 
digital-only magazine, beginning with the January 2021 issue. Enhancements include:  

o narrated articles, videos, podcasts, slideshows 
o choice between page view (a replica of the print magazine page) or text view (just text 

of an article) 
o easy sharing and download capabilities 
o ability to print content, download a PDF of the issue, add notes and change the font and 

text size 

• Every year, we strive to get at least two student-submitted photos or artwork for the cover. The 
March 2021’s cover is a cosmetic dentistry illustration inspired by the collaborative and artistic 
nature of dentistry that ties into the issue theme: Beauty in Dentistry. The August 2020 issue, 
which focused on sports dentistry/dental injuries, featured a cover provided by a former student 
showing the Los Angeles Chargers’ partnership with Biolase in their seventh TeamSmile event 
offering preventative dental services to more than 300 students from the Los Angeles Unified 
School District. 

• With the topic of racial equality receiving significant coverage given the many high-profile 
incidents of racial injustices in 2020, we dedicated the February 2021 issue to People of Color in 
Dentistry, focusing on overcoming bias and racism in oral care. Articles include: 

o Racial disparities in pain management and how to overcome them  
o How to acknowledge and address biases to achieve health equity 
o Oral health challenges faced by Black and Hispanic children 

o Practicing as a DACA recipient 

o Working with the Indian Health Service 

o Addressing racial disparities in dental education 

o Dentists of color and the communities they serve 

o How the University of Iowa College of Dentistry is spreading awareness about diversity 

o ASDA’s commitment to diversity and inclusion 



ASDA Blog 

• We continued to diversify the content featured on the blog: 
o Launched series on health and wellness during the COVID-19 pandemic with tips on how 

to stay safe, well, motivated, productive and engaged 
o Launched advocacy series during ASDA’s Advocacy Month in November, exploring the 

past, present and future of advocacy through the theme, “Hindsight is 2020: Act now to 
change the future.” 

o Published Pride Month series in June highlighting LGBTQIA+ members and their dental 
school experiences  

o Published series on dentistry mentors, recipes, finances and budgeting 
o Continued series on national leadership positions (what it’s like to be a national leader)  

• Tailored author biographies based on the blog topic and their relevant expertise/interest to 
demonstrate their credibility or passion on a topic. 


